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2.   Fire Safety Reports 

 



 

 

Guidelines for Speakers 
at Council Committees 

 

As part of our democratic process, the City invites members of the community to speak directly to 
Councillors during Committee meetings about items on the agenda. 

To enable the Committee to hear a wide range of views and concerns within the limited time 
available, we encourage people interested in speaking at Committee to: 

1. Register to speak by calling Council’s Secretariat on 9265 9310 before 12.00 noon on the day 
of the meeting. 

2. Check the recommendation in the Committee report before speaking, as it may address your 
concerns so that you just need to indicate your support for the recommendation. 

3. Note that there is a three minute time limit for each speaker (with a warning bell at two 
minutes) and prepare your presentation to cover your major points within that time 

4. Avoid repeating what previous speakers have said and focus on issues and information that 
the Committee may not already know. 

5. If there is a large number of people interested in the same item as you, try to nominate three 
representatives to speak on your behalf and to indicate how many people they are 
representing. 

6. Before speaking, turn on the microphone by pressing the button next to it and speak clearly so 
that everyone in the Council Chamber can hear. 

7. Be prepared to quickly return to the microphone and respond briefly to any questions from 
Councillors, after all speakers on an item have made their presentations. 

Committee meetings can continue until very late, particularly when there is a long agenda and a 
large number of speakers. This impacts on speakers who have to wait until very late, as well as 
Council staff and Councillors who are required to remain focused and alert until very late. At the start 
of each Committee meeting, the Committee Chair may reorder agenda items so that those items with 
speakers can be dealt with first. 

Committee reports are on line at www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au, with printed copies available at 
Sydney Town Hall immediately prior to the meeting. Council staff are also available prior to the 
meeting to assist. 

January 2011 
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Disclosures of Interest 

(a) Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993 

Pursuant to the provisions of section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors are 
required to disclose pecuniary interests in any matter on the agenda for this meeting of the 
Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee. 

Councillors are also required to disclose any non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the 
agenda for this meeting of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee in accordance 
with the relevant clauses of the Code of Conduct – February 2016. 

This will include receipt of reportable political donations over the previous four years. 

In both cases, the nature of the interest must be disclosed. 

Written disclosures of interest received by the Chief Executive Officer in relation to items for 
consideration at this meeting will be laid on the table.  

(b) Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political 
Donations) Act 2008 

The Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political Donations) Act 2008 
(“the Act”) requires the disclosure of relevant political donations or gifts when planning 
applications are made to minimise any perception of undue influence. The amendments to 
the Act require disclosure to the Electoral Funding Authority of: 

 a reportable political donation as defined in the Election Funding and Disclosures 
Act 1981 (a donation of $1000 or more made to or for the benefit of the party, elected 
member, group or candidate or made by a major political donor to or for the benefit of 
a party, elected member, group or candidate, or made to the major political donor), or  

 a gift (as defined in the Election Funding and Disclosures Act 1981) to any local 
councillor or council employee (and includes a disposition of property or a gift of 
money or the provision of other valuable or service for no consideration or for 
inadequate consideration) when a relevant planning application is made to a council.  

A donation of less than $1000 can be a reportable political donation if the aggregated total of 
such donations was made by an entity or person to the same party, elected member, group 
or candidate or person. 
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Fire Safety Reports 

File No: S125001.002 

Summary 

The City has received inspection reports with recommendations from Fire and Rescue NSW 
in relation to inspections carried out on two buildings located within the City’s local 
government area. 

Fire and Rescue NSW has powers under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act) to carry out inspections of buildings and it is required to forward its findings to 
the City. 

Fire and Rescue NSW reports received by the City are required to be tabled before Council. 
Council is then required to determine whether or not to exercise its power to give a fire 
safety order under Division 9.3 and Schedule 5 of the Act (previously s121B of the Act).  

This determination may be made at the next meeting of Council held after the tabling of the 
Fire and Rescue NSW reports.  

Attached are details of the reports received by the City from Fire and Rescue NSW that are 
required to be tabled. 

Each attachment deals with a specific property and includes the Fire and Rescue NSW 
report and the findings (preliminary or final) by the City's Investigation Officer, along with 
other documentation relevant to that property. 

A recommendation is made in the attachment setting out the action that is recommended to 
be the most appropriate course to take in the circumstances. 

Recommendation 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note the contents of the Fire Safety Report Summary Sheet, as shown in Attachment 
A to the subject report; 

(B) note the inspection reports by Fire and Rescue NSW, as shown in Attachments B and 
C to the subject report;  

(C) exercise its power under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to 
issue a Fire Safety Order as recommended by the City's Investigation Officer to 
address the identified fire safety deficiencies in 233 Pyrmont Street, Pyrmont, as 
detailed in Attachment B to the subject report; and  
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(D) not exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 at this time but note the compliance action taken and as 
recommended by the City's Investigation Officer in 31-37 Dixon Street, Haymarket, as 
detailed in Attachment C to the subject report. 

Attachments 

Attachment A. Fire Safety Report Summary Sheet 

Attachment B. Inspection Report - 233 Pyrmont Street, Pyrmont 

Attachment C. Inspection Report - 31-37 Dixon Street, Haymarket 
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Background 

1. The City receives inspection reports and recommendations from Fire and Rescue 
NSW in relation to inspections carried out on buildings located within the City's Local 
Government Area. 

2. Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the Act), Fire and 
Rescue NSW has the power to carry out inspections of certain buildings to determine if 
the building has adequate provision for fire safety and/or is compliant with legislation. 

3. On average, the City receives approximately 50 such reports each year. They can be 
prompted by reports from the Police or other people who have a concern relating to 
fire safety in a building. 

4. When Fire and Rescue NSW carries out such an inspection, a report and any 
recommendations must be provided to the City. 

5. Under the Act, Council is then required to table the report and make a determination 
as to whether it will exercise its power to issue a Fire Safety Order 1 or 2 in Schedule 
5, Part 2 of the Act. A Fire Safety Order 1 requires a person to do, or stop doing, 
certain specified things to improve fire safety; whilst a Fire Safety Order 2 requires a 
person to cease conducting an activity on premises where that activity constitutes, or 
is likely to constitute, a life-threatening hazard or a threat to public health or public 
safety. 

6. Attached are the details of the reports received from Fire and Rescue NSW, including 
recommendations for further action. The properties have also been reviewed by a City 
Building Officer 

7. Personal information has been redacted from these reports in accordance with the 
Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998. 

Relevant Legislation 

8. Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

GRAHAM JAHN, AM 

Director City Planning, Development and Transport 

Luke Farrell, Fire Safety and Essential Services Specialist 
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Attachment A 

Fire Safety Report Summary Sheet 
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Attachment B 

Inspection Report - 233 Pyrmont 

Street, Pyrmont 
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Attachment C 

Inspection Report - 31-37 Dixon 

Street, Haymarket
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